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Prairie to Pine Executive Minutes 
April 1, 2025 via Zoom 

 
EXECUTIVE PRESENT Dawn Rolke (Co-Chair), Pat Bird (Past Chair), Doug Neufeld, Jennifer Pakula, M 

Chorney, Craig Miller, Tricia Gerhard, Xander Miller, James deBeer, 
 
A quorum was present.                    

REGRETS None 

CORRESPONDING 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

Hope Mattus, Joey Dearborn, Susan Tilleman 

STAFF PRESENT Shannon McCarthy (Executive Minister); Judy Hare (Pastoral Relations Minister); Julie 
Graham (Communication and Social Justice), Heather Dootoff (Finance)  

CALL TO ORDER Dawn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Craig led us in reflection & prayer. 

APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA 

We reviewed the agenda.  

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
033-2024/2025 

It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the minutes of February 25, 2025 as 
distributed. 

BUSINESS ARISING   

Retiree Dinner Lynne has been working on arranging all the details. We have the venue, caterer and 
music. We need people to help set up tables on Friday afternoon.  

Towards 2035 We have agreed to meet in person on April 26 at 10:00 am at Churchill Park to have a 
discussion.  
 
The other two regional councils have already met regarding this and the conversation 
have been very hopeful.  
 
Executive members are encouraged to read the document thoroughly prior to our 
meeting.  

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

We received a letter from St. Andrews college asking if there was somebody who might 
want to attend the spring convocation to represent Prairie to Pine Region.  
 
Doug Neufeld is willing and able to attend.  

NEW BUSINESS  
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Funding Request 
 
 
 
034-2024/2025 

We Are All Treaty People have submitted a funding request for their celebration on 
September 14. We provided them with $4000 last year. This year they are asking us 
for $4500.  
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the funding request of $4500 to We Are All 
Treaty People.  

FINANCE 
 
 
 
 
035-2024/2025 

Heather reported. (Financial statements attached)  
 
The audit is being worked on so hopefully we will have something for the next 
meeting.  
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the creation of an annual meeting fund and 
approve a transfer of $15,000 from operating into that fund.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Co-chairs NA 

Community of Faith 
Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
036-2024/2025 
 
 
 
 
 
037-2024/2025 

Pat Bird brought forward two motions.  
  
Whereas, Calvin United Church at Rathwell, part of the Treherne Pastoral Charge, has 
ceased to be an active Community of Faith, and has completed all other matters (with 
the exclusion of a T3010 form as they are not a separate charity) and has now 
requested to be disbanded as a United Church Community of Faith;  
Therefore, it is proposed that Prairie to Pine Regional Council on recommendation of 
the Committee on Community of Faith Support disband the Calvin United Church at 
Rathwell effective February 28, 2025 recognizing that the Treherne Pastoral Charge 
will be compromised of one community of faith, Calvin United Church, Treherne from 
that point onward.  
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the disbanding of Calvin United Church at 
Rathwell effective February 28, 2025 recognizing that the Treherne Pastoral Charge 
will be compromised of one community of faith, Calvin United Church, Treherne 
from that point onward.  
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Executive of Prairie to Pine Regional Council on the recommendation of the 
Committee on Community of Faith Support   

1. Acknowledge that on January 26,2025 Bishop Jason Zinko on behalf of the 
Synod of Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada with Prairie to Pine Regional Council represented by Ron 
Marlin Pastoral Charge Supervisor held a service acknowledging the closure 
of Advent Lutheran Church , Thompson and the dissolution of the 
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partnership and Ecumenical Shared Ministry agreement between St. John’s 
United Church, Thompson and Advent Lutheran Church, Thompson that had 
established the Lutheran United Church of Thompson in 2012.  

 
2. In accordance with notice that has been received from the United Church in 

Thompson Prairie to Pine Regional Council recognize that the United Church 
Community of Faith in Thompson will be known again as St. John’s United 
Church, having maintained a Canada Revenue Agency Charity number in 
that name, being in process of re-engaging a governance structure 
appropriate to their United Church identity and finalizing a new rental space 
for worship after the end of June, 2025 having recently sold their property 
with the approval of the Property Commission of Prairie to Pine Regional 
Council .  

Equity and Diversity NA 

YAAY Xander reported.  
Zebu was held at Selkirk United Church. 20 youth attended. The theme was biblical 
allyship.  
Another event was held at Fairy Breeze stables near Brandon. 18 youth attended.  
The travelling youth group at Gray Street United with 8 youth who attended that 
event. There will be another of those events at Meadowood United on Good Friday.  
For Youth Forum at General Council 45 there are 5 youth delegates.  
Nietzsche camp will take place Aug 17-21 in Fisher River for anybody ages 15-17.  

Property  

Incorporated 
Ministries 
038-2024/2025 

It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the following:   

a. United Church Halfway Homes Inc.    
     
… pursuant to the Incorporated Ministries Policy of The United 
Church of Canada approve the United Church Halfway Homes Inc. 
2023-2024 Board of Directors     

     
Crystal Lynn Adams     
J. Carlos Clark     
James Dixon     
Edward Johnson     
Kendra Kinley    
Anne Walker     

  
… pursuant to the Incorporated Ministries Policy of The United 
Church of Canada approve the United Church Halfway Homes Inc. 
2024-2025 Board of Directors     

     
Crystal Lynn Adams     
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J. Carlos Clark     
James Dixon     
Darrin Hale  
Kendra Kinley    
Kirti Sharma  
Anne Walker     

    
These are based on the AGM minutes of December 14, 2023, draft 
AGM minutes of December 17, 2024 the 2023, 2024 board member 
approval forms, the board contact lists provided and receipt of other 
required documentation per the Incorporated Ministries Policy of 
The United Church of Canada.     
    
**NB.    At these annual meetings the board was not actually 
elected, but the work was done to confirm the members and the 
T3010 has been submitted to CRA and copy on file.  The intent was 
there to approve the board members.  With the death of Secretary 
Paul Campbell, by-law compliance work slowed, but now by-laws 
are being worked on and a conversation with the EM has begun 
about a release or severance agreement.    

  
  

b. Wellman Lake United Church Camp     
     
…pursuant to the Incorporated Ministries Policy of The United 
Church of Canada approve the Wellman Lake United Church 
Camp 2024-2025 Board of Directors     

     
Joyce Bateman   
Rayne Fullawka  
Breanna How  
Debbie Schulz    
Lanaya Zaretzky  
    

This is based on the Annual General Meeting Minutes of May 11, 
2024, draft Members Meeting Minutes of December 11, 2024, the 
2024 board member approval form, contact list provided, and 
receipt of other required documentation per the Incorporated 
Ministries Policy of The United Church of Canada.   
 

 
Shannon has met with Jim Dixon and the director of the United Church Halfway 
homes regarding severing that relationship and going legacy.  

Nominations Joey reported.  
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Last week there was an open house hosted on Zoom for nominations. There were a 
couple dozen attendees.  
Working on the slate for the June Executive meeting. We have about 100 openings to 
try and fill.  

Lay Leadership 
Support 

NA 

Ministry Personnel 
Support 

There has not been a lot of registration for the Ministry Personell Clergy day on May 
7th. Both the location and the topic have been changed from previous events, so they 
are not sure which one is a factor.  

Pastoral Relations 
Commission 

NA 

Other Doug Neufeld wanted to provide some feedback regarding their PI Day event that we 
helped to fund. They had 135 in attendance. They were able to donate $1500 to SERC 
(Sexuality Education Resource Centre) youth planning. Thank you to the Executive for 
supporting this event.  
 
To do:  

• Doug to provide Julie with a report and photos if possible, to add to the 
website/facebook.  

STAFF REPORTS  

Executive Minister Shannon reported.  
 
There is a lot of General Council stuff happening right now. Shannon is on the 
business committee. Trying to gather videos for all of the proposals.  
 
Shannon hosted a commissioner training. The video is available for those who weren’t 
able to attend.  
 
Attended the GCE meeting in March. There was a newsletter that went out regarding 
that meeting.  
 
The Executive Ministers are starting a leadership coaching continued education piece 
starting April 18.  
 
Shannon is due to take a sabbatical soon.  
 
The rest of her time is being spent planning the Northern Spirit AGM and various 
celebration of ministry etc.  

Pastoral Relations 
Minister 

Judy reported.  
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Judy attended the Center for Christian Studies graduation on Saturday, March 29. We 
had one graduate from Prairie to Pine: Hyerim Park. Ann Naylor was made the 
companion of the center.  
 
Judy has been having conversations with Scott Douglas around the center beginning 
to target lay leaders to take the learning on purpose module at the Center for 
Christian Studies.  

Justice & 
Communications 

Julie reported.  
 
Some updates have been posted regarding the article running on Search the Landfill. 
We are going to work with Cambria to come together for something for Red Dress day 
in 2026.  
 
Updated the Centennial feed with a new batch of stories. These are vignettes that Gail 
Simonson has gifted us with.  
 
We signed on to a letter to all Federal Party leaders around the urgent need to uphold 
2Slgbtqia rights and really urging them to commit to not rolling those back. The links 
will be in the Newsletter tomorrow.  
 
A shared national election guide is available.  
 
Julie provided a report regarding We the Nuclear Free North (attached)  

OTHER 
Centennial  

We have given out about $3600 in grants to 5 different groups.  

NEXT MEETING Next meeting will be May 6 at 6:00 pm.  

ADJOURNMENT  

           
 

             
            

 


