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Prairie to Pine Executive Minutes 
January 7, 2025 via Zoom 

 
EXECUTIVE PRESENT Lynne Sanderson (Co-Chair), Dawn Rolke (Co-Chair), Pat Bird (Past Chair), Doug 

Neufeld, Jennifer Pakula, Craig Miller, Tricia Gerhard, Xander Miller; M Chorney, 
James deBeer,  
 
A quorum was present.                    

REGRETS Kristin Woodburke, Patrick Woodbeck 

CORRESPONDING 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

Susan Tilleman, Hope Mattus 

STAFF PRESENT Shannon McCarthy (Executive Minister); Heather Dootoff (Finance Administrator), 
Chantal Winslow (Executive Assistant & Recording Secretary), Judy Hare (Pastoral 
Relations Minister); Julie Graham (Justice & Communications),  

CALL TO ORDER Dawn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  We checked in and Lynne (as provided 
by Kristin Woodburke) led us in reflection & prayer.  

APPROVAL OF 
AGENDA 

We reviewed the agenda.  

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
017-2024/2025 

It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the minutes of December 3, 2024 as 
amended. 

BUSINESS ARISING   

St. Paul’s Still working on getting into their safety deposit box. Not ready to bring a motion yet.  

Nuclear Free North Julie presented us with more information. Since this meeting, We the Nuclear Free 
North has sent information related to apparent different or diverging First Nations’ 
approaches and beliefs, specifically Eagle Lake and Wabigoon Lake. Eagle Lake has not 
been invited to be involved, despite the proposed repository involving their lands; 
they have taken care to say clearly that their disagreement is with the process and the 
Nuclear Waste Management Organization, not with fellow First Nations. Some of this 
information is available at https://wethenuclearfreenorth.ca and 
www.facebook.com/NuclearFreeNorth  
 
What information does the Executive need?  

Property 
Conversation 

Ken and Shannon will continue this conversation.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwethenuclearfreenorth.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCWinslow%40united-church.ca%7Cd99767c558264928293708dd40bb24b5%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638737894686479887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eI9kv%2BrI4Su%2F2Uvy1ATibbRtGs23KlWsK%2FLM5BWJPLA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/NuclearFreeNorth
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Town Hall The Town Hall happened on November 27. The turn out wasn’t huge, but the 
conversation was really good. It was felt that the questions and discussions that we had 
would be good to get out to the clusters and groups that were meeting.  
 
Hopefully in the near future we could get communication out to those groups.  
 
To do:  

• Lynne will work with a small group to get that communication drafted and out 
to the wider community 

Structure Document 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
018-2024/2025 

The task group was formed over 3 years ago. They have been working on creating a 
structure document – an explanation of the structure. The level 1 and level 2 
documents were already approved in spring 2024.  
 
Level 3 is the in depth “job” descriptions. This will be helpful for nominations especially. 
This document has been completed and sent out to the committees for approval. It 
now needs the Executives approval.   
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the Level 3 Structure Document.  

CORRESPONDENCE None 

FINANCE 
 
 
Central Bequest 
 
019-2024/2025 

Our budget is pretty much on track as proposed. However, we do still have the 
bequest money to deal with.  
 
Heather presented us with a proposal on how to use the bequest money.  
 
It was agreed by consensus: 
That Prairie to Pine Executive approve the disbursement of the $385,000 bequest 
from Central United Church in the following way:  

1. Application of the property policy:  
a) 10 % to restricted fund for Indigenous 
b) 5% to restricted fund for archives 
c) 5% to General Council for Mission & Service 

2. External Donations 
a) $15,000 to Knox UC in Brandon 
b) $15,000 to Trinity UC in Brandon 
c) $5000 to Brandon Friendship Centre 
d) $5000 to Rock Lake United Church Camp 
e) $500 to Brandon Counselling Centre 

3. Project fund 
a) Add $200,000 to the Project Fund for such projects as the region would 

like to consider, internally or externally.  
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The above plan will leave about $60,000 in the Mission and Ministry area that will 
help to cover our defecit.  
 
Craig Miller and Doug Neufeld abstained from voting due to a conflict.  
 
We will be receiving a $5000 GIC which is an investment from Assiniboine.  
 
How do people apply for the funds that we agreed would be available for the 
centennial events?  
 
To do:  

• Heather will work on creating a form application for the centennial events 
funds.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Co-chairs Further conversations were had regarding the University of Winnipeg change of board 
of regents. Shannon, Lynne and Jennifer Janzen-Ball had a discussion with the 
Assistant Deputy Minister and two other representatives.  
 
Dawn attended two events with the World Council of Churches General Secretary Dr. 
Jerry Pillay.  

Community of Faith 
Support 
 
 

Pat reported.  
 
The committee did not meet in December.  
There are two other communities of faith that the committee is working with. Hoping 
to have motions for both brought forward in February.  

Equity and Diversity NA 

YAAY Xander reported.  
 
The next meting will be this weekend coupled with the traveling youth group event.  
 
Next retreat is Zeebu. Feb 14-17 at Selkirk United Church. Theme will be: Biblical 
Allyship: A Work in Progress.  

Property NA 

Incorporated 
Ministries 

NA 

Nominations NA 

Lay Leadership 
Support 

Nothing to report. There will be some motions brought forward in February by the 
committee.  
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Ministry Personnel 
Support 

Nothing to report as they have not met yet this month.  

Pastoral Relations 
Commission 

They do not meet again until Tuesday.  

Other  

STAFF REPORTS  

Executive Minister Shannon will be on holidays beginning next week for two weeks.  

Pastoral Relations 
Minister 

Holidays from Dec 12 to Jan 6.  
Workshop planning.  
Saturday January 11, 2025, there is a Profile Development workshop taking place.  
Expressions of interest for a Ministry & Personnel Committee workshop.  
Pastoral Care Visitors will be looking for their next zoom installment in the next month 
and a half.  

Justice & 
Communications 

November 5 the Fossil Fuels Divestment Task Group hosted a creative ecumenical 
gathering of people who were interested In Climate Action conversation.  
 
The special interlocutor on unmarked burials released her report in late October. In 
Northern Spirit and Living Skies we are doing a test event with Sara Stratton. It will be 
an all day session with her and indigenous knowledge keepers on engaging the report 
and looking together at how we address settler denialist.  

OTHER  

Centennial 
Celebration 

Lynne has decided that she will be attending the service in Newfoundland to 
represent the Prairie to Pine Regional Council.  
 
 

Retirees Banquet We need a group to plan this. We should send out an invitation to ask people to help 
plan this.  
 
Judy is willing to help with location choices. Chantal is willing to help with local 
arrangements.  

Celebration of 
Ministry 

June 15 there is an admission service.  
 
Should we change the date? Because it is an admission, does Shannon need to be 
present?  
 
To do:  
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• Shannon, Lynne, Dawn and Judy will have further conversation regarding this 
and bring it back to the Executive 

NEXT MEETING Next meeting will be February 4 at 6:00 pm.  

ADJOURNMENT  

           
 

             
            

 


