History vignettes for the United Church’s Centennial, part 6.
By Gayle Simonson
Short reminders of our history for this Centennial year!
Throughout 2025, we’ll be featuring very short stories about United Church history. Many thanks to Gayle Simonson, a lay member of the United Church at Southminster-Steinhauer in Edmonton, an experienced history researcher, and a writer who has written for historical journals and UCC publications. She is a key volunteer in the United Church archives for both Northern Spirit and Chinook Winds. Gayle’s generosity means that we’ll have frequent reminders of our history with a focus on ordinary people. We’ll run these in the Regional newsletters for Prairie to Pine, Living Skies and Northern Spirit. All these collections are also available on your Regional website’s homepage. And we group them here for your own community of faith use in bulletins, newsletters, and on social media. Please see the website for each set of 4. Please remember to credit!
________________________________________________________
41. Extension work has always been important to the theological colleges, and the church has tried to keep up with technology.  Libraries were always accessible by mail to rural ministers, but radio introduced information to a much broader audience.  When the University of Alberta established a radio station (now known as CKUA) in 1927, faculty of St. Stephen’s College began presenting lectures twice a month. In 1945, Principal E. Thompson received a grant from the UCC Radio Board Committee and began broadcasting weekly. Nationally, Berkeley Studio produced videos for TV and as films. Today, in addition to websites, Regional Councils and many congregations have their own YouTube channels to ensure that church information is readily available for those interested.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]42. Sometimes we should remember the contributions of early churches in Canada. Salem Chapel British Methodist Episcopalian Church in St. Catherine’s is the oldest black church in Ontario. Canada’s Slavery Abolition Act had been passed in 1834, and this site became an important terminus on the Underground Railway. Famed abolitionist Harriet Tubman lived nearby from 1851-1858 and helped many slaves cross the border from the U.S.A. Today, it is a place of pilgrimage for many. School tours can be arranged, and in summer, groups can book a tour. It was designated a Canadian national historic site in 2000. It was also the first international listing by the U.S. National Parks Service in its Underground Railroad to Freedom program. 
43. “Why is it called Mission Beach?” That question led to nearly sixty years of exploration into missionary history for Rev. Gerry Hutchinson following his family’s move to the seven-point Telfordville Pastoral Charge in 1949. His research, first on Robert Rundle who established the first Alberta Methodist mission there in 1847, and then others, particularly James Evans and Henry Bird Steinhauer led to the founding of the Rundle’s Mission Society, the acquisition and development of the Rundle’s Mission site on the shores of Pigeon Lake and to the development by the Alberta government of the Benjamin and Margaret Sinclair Provincial Historic Site adjacent to the Rundle’s Mission property.  This site includes the nearby native burial grounds and the area where early mission buildings were located.   
44. Shortly before his death in 1938, while immobilized in hospital, Rev. Hubert Bosomworth wrote to his congregations in the Airdrie pastoral charge what he called “Epistles of My Imprisonment.” These mini-sermons show that, in true United Church fashion, Bosomworth understood the challenge of change. Using the circumstances of his existence at that time, he reflected in one on ceilings and in another on casts. His messages remain relevant more than 85 years later:                                                                                                                                                                                  “The application of Christianity today often requires the breaking down of old casts because they don’t fit this day and the building of new because they do…We know that the burden and task of the United Church to which we belong is to form new molds into which the changing way of Canadian life may be fitted.”


